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Prelude . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michelle Grossmann

Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship: Psalm 119:9-16 (Beth) (Pg. 545)

*Hymn 264 “How Shall the Young Direct Their Way”

*Salutation and Invocation

Hymn 179 “Ah, Holy Jesus“

We Confess Our Christian Faith – Canons of Dort
			First Head of Doctrine, Articles 13-14

Congregational Prayer

*Hymn 596 “Jesus Lives, and So Shall I”

Scripture Reading and Text: Acts 15:1-33 (Pg. 981)
      
Sermon title: “The Jerusalem Counsel”

*Prayer of Application (concluded with Lord’s Prayer in unison)

Hymn 278 “Jesus, With Thy Church Abide”
	        (Tithes and Offerings Collected)

*Benediction

*Doxology (Pg. xvi)	                 (*congregation stands if possible)




Church Calendar

Sunday              Tonight        6:00 p.m.                 Men’s Bible Study
Wednesday        Mar. 18       1:00 p.m.                Ladies Bible Study
Sunday	      May 29	    After service	     Fellowship Time
Sunday	      May 29	    6:00 p.m.		  Family Bible Study


We welcome all visitors who are worshiping with us today. Please sign the Guest Register in the Fellowship Hall and join us again soon.


Announcements
Those wishing to contact Rev. Grossmann for spiritual or other needs can call him on his cell phone at 1-605-228-6508. The home phone number is 920-726-4464.
Keep in prayer those in our church family who are recovering from surgeries and those who are struggling with various health issues. Pray also for our shut-ins who are not able to join us in worship.
Continue to keep in prayer the Robbins family as they labor to spread God’s Word in Europe.
There is a sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall for lilies to be placed in the church for Easter Sunday. Sign-up today if possible. The order will be placed this week.
Happy Birthday today to Kayla Shillcox and on Friday to Emily Stock.
Our Sunday worship services are available on live stream at http://tinysa.com/live/salem

                                  Rev. James Grossmann
 “The Jerusalem Counsel”
Acts 15:1-33

Theme: God’s Church Seeks Answers to a Theological Dispute through the Council of the Apostles and Elders, in the Word of God and in the Witness of the Brothers.

I. A Dispute over Doctrine Causes the First Church Counsel – vv. 1-5
A. Conflict Over a Point of Doctrine – v. 1
B. Paul and Barnabas Chosen to Seek Counsel from the Apostles and Elders in Jerusalem – v. 2
C. The Church Along the Way, Excited by the Conversion of the Gentiles – v. 3
D. The Conflict Continues in Jerusalem – vv. 4-5
II. The Counsel Reviews the Dispute Based on the Witness of Scripture and of God’s Missionaries – vv. 6-21
A. The Apostles and Elders Assemble to Consider the Matter – v. 6
B. Peter’s Testimony that God Used Him that the Gentiles would Believe – vv. 7-9
C. Why Place a Burden on the Gentiles when Salvation is through Grace for All – vv. 10-11
D. The Multitude Listened to Barnabas and Paul’s Testimony of God Working in the Gentiles – v. 12
E. The Apostle James Demonstrates that the Experience of the Missionaries Aligns with God’s Witness in Scripture – vv. 13-18
F. James Summarizes the Jerusalem Counsel’s Decision to Require Basic Morality from the Gentiles – vv. 19-21
III. The Church Counsel’s Decision Witnessed to the Disputing Parties – vv. 22-33
A. Witnesses Sent with Those Involved in the Dispute (Paul and Barnabas) – v. 22
B. The Decision of the Counsel Communicated to the Disputing Churches – vv. 23-39
C. The Decision is Openly Read before All – vv. 30-33
